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Annual Report 2018 - Chairperson’s Overview 
 

PET had a good year. We completed the ‘West Wings’ Affordable Housing Units and as of 

1st December 2017 the six residents thereof are happily, and gratefully, settled in. As 

negotiated with Duneland, they also have access to the West Whins Common Facility 

washing machine which enables them to do their laundry there and have meetings as 

required. This brings to ten the total number of PET owned and managed properties on the 

Park, with more in prospect as North Whins comes on stream. The net effect of owning 

these properties is that they are now well managed and their rents mean that PET’s 

finances are healthy and will get more so in coming years. 

 

We recently completed a Carbon Footprint Assessment of the Findhorn Ecovillage 

Community in 2017. Goran Wiklund, assisted by Amanda Haworth, Arun Patel and myself, 

collected footprint data from Findhorn Foundation both at the Park and Cluny, from NFD 

and other Park based businesses, and from the Title Holders Association (THA) to reveal 

that the average community footprint was 13.3 tCO 2 e, up from the 9.5tCO 2 e of 2015. 

To reduce this PET has collaborated with the Foundation to invite all guests, and especially 

those of the Foundation, to offset the carbon dioxide emissions accrued by their travel here 

– the primary cause of our relatively high community footprint – in the lead up to CCC19 

conference here next year. 

 

Details of these and other developments and their implications are contained in the 

diVisional reports. 

 

Sadly, we will be losing the services of both Rowan Duczek and Stephen Couling who will 

not be standing again as Directors for the PET Board next year. We are grateful to both 

Rowan and Stephen for their time with us. AND, we invite any of you who may feel so 

moved to consider joining the PET Board as their replacements. If that’s you, please get in 

touch with me ASAP. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Roger Doudna 

Chair, PET Board 
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Annual Report 2018 - Housing Division 
 
In the past year the Park Ecovillage Trust has built six flats in the area of the Park known as 
West Whins. These flats comprise two studio flats and four one-bedroom apartments. All 
have been built to the highest environmental standards. They are occupied by tenants 
chosen by the community through an allocation process which involved Ekopia, 
representatives from the Findhorn Foundation and the New Findhorn Association, extensive 
community consultation for setting allocation criteria as well as collaboration with Moray 
Council.  This assured that there was community involvement and the Board was pleased 
accept all those chosen for tenancies by the Community. 
The Trust also has a stake in the West Whins Common House where the tenants have use 
of the washing machine. 
 
Much of the credit for this whole project must go to Cornelia Featherstone whose vision and 
hard work drove the project. She was most ably supported by Paddy Atkinson as the Project 
Manager. The block was designed and built by Greenleaf Design & Build - a company 
formed of men who grew up in the Findhorn Community. It was financed by grants from 
the Scottish Government and loans both private and provided by Ekopia. The Board is most 
grateful to Alex Walker and Fasil Bogale for their work in Ekopia. The Board also wishes to 
express its gratitude to Anna Lutz who provided much needed support and guidance around 
legal matters and especially in the interpretation of the new Scottish Private Residential 
Tenancies which came into force on 1 December 2017 - the day our new tenants took 
possession of the flats. 
 
Meanwhile we continue to enjoy and support our tenants in the East Whins Flats 508 and 
503. We also continue to support our partners in the Shared Houses at 525 and 530 East 
Whins. 
  
Cornelia Featherstone relinquished the duties of Housing Director at the end of November 
2017 to Stephen Couling. Our thanks go to her for many years of sterling work and care for 
the community through the PET Housing Division. Without these tremendous effort the Park 
Ecovillage Trust housing portfolio would not have grown to eight flats and two shared 
houses. This is a most excellent achievement upon which to continue the aim of the Trust 
to have 25 Affordable Homes by 2025. 
 
Stephen Couling, 
Housing Division 
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Annual Report 2018 - Carbon Strategy Division 
Name 
On the advice of Goran Wiklund and with the approval of the PET Board, what used to be 
called the ‘Carbon Neutrality’ division of PET has been renamed the Carbon Strategy 
division.  However, it’s still comprised of Amanda, Goran and myself. 
 

Carbon Offsetting 
The ‘big news’ of the year consists of Findhorn Foundation collaborating with PET towards 
the creation of a carbon offsetting service on PET’s website that we invited FF to adopt in 
light of the CO 2  emissions incurred by their guests’ travels here. As of 27 February 2018, 
the link was activated on their website and further integration into their systems is 
happening as we speak. This is part of our joint effort to ‘do our bit’ to comply with the 
Paris Agreement of December 2015 that calls upon the nations of the world and their 
citizens to get off fossil fuels by 2050 in order to preserve a liveable climate for humans and 
the other species that populate our planet.  
 
A press release jointly compiled by FF & PET has resulted in several pieces in local media 
‘celebrating’ the Findhorn Ecovillage Community’s initiative in this regard, including one that 
says “Findhorn Leads the Way” towards a more sustainable and liveable world. 
 
To date some 30 brave souls have both calculated their annual carbon footprints and offset 
them, or offset individual flights by sending their purchased ‘carbon credits’ to worthy and 
monitored projects in the developing world.  Nice, but not enough.  Whether this will 
change in response to publicity received remains to be seen. 
 
Another discomforting development has been the completion of the Carbon Footprint 
Assessment of 2017 by Goran Wiklund.  Its ‘headline news’: the average footprint of 
Findhorn Ecovillagers and their guests came to 13.3 tonnes of CO 2 e, up from 9.5 tCO 2 e in 
2015.  The primary reasons for the increase are: 

1. it included more data (from roughly a quarter of co-workers and nearly half of 
title-holders) than the original study. (According to Goran it takes several years to 
complete an accurate footprint study, especially if we include the NFA who were 
invited to participate.  Alas, only 5 of 363 members did so, and hence were omitted 
from this year’s study.); 

2. the work of Trees For Life was unavailable in 2017 to compensate for Community 
emissions, mainly because their portfolio of tree plantings are now sold to 
corporations wishing to offset their own emissions. 

3.  the Findhorn Wind Park also had one of their turbines ‘down’ for much of the year, 
hence reducing their previously compensating impact. 

  
The only ‘good news’ we could take from the 2017 report is that it was more complete than 
the previous one, and the fact that if FF guest travels were excluded, the average 
community footprint drops to 5.3 tCO 2 e, roughly 55% of the UK average.  AND, of course, 
guests are the Community’s primary ‘raison d’être’, service, and livelihood. 
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Net effect, global warming is a tough nut to crack, for individuals who are now accustomed 
to flying to warmer holiday destinations, visiting families elsewhere, and even doing ‘world 
work’ in various remote locations.  It’s also tough for communities everywhere who depend 
upon tourism of all kinds for their livelihood.  And it’s especially tough for nations who are 
obliged to lean upon, and ideally regulate, industries of all kinds, including aviation, to 
induce them to get off fossil fuels and co-create a post-carbon economy. 
 
Having said that, it’s encouraging, if a wee bit ironic, that May East has again secured a 
‘Best Practice’ award for the Ecovillage Community from the UN for our ‘ pioneering work ’ 
towards sustainability.  
 
It’s also true that the Scottish government, with our Community’s blessing and 
encouragement, has upped its target for achieving ‘carbon neutrality’ by 2050 from 80% to 
90%, thanks to a consultation conducted here by Maria Cooper. 
 

Carbon Conversations@Findhorn 
PET also sponsored Maria to conduct a pilot series of ‘Carbon Conversations’ during the 
winter of 2017/8.  Great conversations, including lots of fun, resulting in very little change 
in our respective flying, heating, driving or eating habits.  A second series, offered by FF, 
resulted in ONE person signing up for further exploration.  The second series has been 
indefinitely ‘postponed’. 
 

Carbon Actions@Findhorn 
Aspiring ‘POP-pers’ Peter Lloyd and Rhona Ribera conducted a workshop on Saturday 12 
May 2018 to which 6 people, including myself, were drawn, to address the question: “Is 
climate change a spiritual issue?”  Though the consensus was ‘of course’, we nevertheless 
got into the systemic reasons  why we’re all disinclined to take serious action to address it . 
Namely, we’ve all been conditioned to accept world travel as a contemporary fact of life, 
part of the ‘good life’ now on offer.  My personal thanks to Peter and Rhona for opening this 
door. 
 
PET has underwritten my own efforts to bring the challenge we all face more conspicuously 
into view.  The Universal Hall has loaned us their previously defunct display apparatus to 
put up a poster by the Phoenix that gives us all a graphic sense of the space occupied by a 
tonne of CO 2 , together with a reminder that, collectively, we produced 5,092 of them last 
year.  The FF Visitor Centre is now making available flyers that ‘invite’ visitors to consider 
their own footprints and ways to reduce them. 
 
Paddy Atkinson, in addition to superintending the maintenance of PET’s affordable 
properties, has taken on the maintenance, performance improvement and extension of the 
FF biomass boiler to further reduce FF’s footprint and save it heating monies.  Sue 
Clutterbuck has prevailed upon local authorities and energy companies to insulate both the 
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Hexiad bungalow and her own place as pilots towards doing likewise with other community 
properties, thereby saving money and emissions.  
 
Sara Trevelyan agreed, at my behest, to represent both PET and the community at a recent 
event by UN House in Edinburgh and emerged with the realisation that climate change is 
our opportunity to participate in the “greatest transformational challenge of our time”. 
 
And finally, Kay Lynne Sherman, former member living in Ashland, Oregon, will be visiting 
on Sunday 3 rd  June to apprise us of work she and others are doing there to take up this 
challenge, sponsored by both PET and Findhorn College in the person of Mari Hollander, in 
the Universal Hall.  She is working in association with both the Pachamama Alliance and a 
group inspired by the recent book of Paul Hawken called DRAWDOWN, which has been 
acclaimed as the most positive response yet articulated to the challenge of global warming. 
She’s doing so in the hope that Findhorn may yet engage with a training for both residents 
and guests that will both affirm our own strategies and extend them for use here and 
elsewhere.  
 
I really hope you will plan to join us in the Universal Hall at 12:30PM for her presentation 
that just might provide us with a life and love affirming response to the challenge of our 
time. 

 
Roger Doudna 
Carbon Strategy Division  
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Annual Report 2018 - Community Care Circle Division 
 
The Caring Community Division within PET serves the NFA Community Care Circle (CCC) as 

a charitable vehicle for its activities. 

 
So far the only activity for the Caring Community Division within PET is a financial one. CCC 

brought its endowment fund (Community Care Fund) from a local healthcare charity 

(HealthWorks Holistic Health Care Ltd) to PET which was seen as the more appropriate 

charity, being based within the Findhorn Foundation Community which is the target 

population for the fund. The monies are presently used to support affordable housing. This 

allows CCC to support essential social infrastructure for a multigenerational community, the 

bedrock for a socially sustainable and caring community, whilst earning some interest from 

the fund. 

 
For the first time the NFA council has agreed this year to transfer its £500 donation to the 

CCC to the Caring Community Division within PET. This streamlines the financial 

administration and makes the volunteer group more able to do its good work in the 

community. It also showcases the administrative core services support that PET can give to 

small community organisations enabling them to get on with their unique missions. 

 
Present strategy of the Caring Community Division within PET 

1. Holding the Community Care Endowment Fund for the NFA Community Care Circle 

(CCC), investing it in affordable housing and giving an accrued 3% donation per 

annum 

2. Providing core services support to the CCC - presently managing finances 

3. Offering the potential of an organisational/charitable vehicle for any activities of 

the CCC in the future that may benefit from such a vehicle 

This strategy is reviewed regularly, at least once a year. 

 
 

7th May 2018  

Cornelia Featherstone 

Caring Community Division 
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Annual Report 2018 - Finance 
 
This has been a challenging year for the finances of the Park Ecovillage Trust. Not only has 
the Finance Division coped with the income and expenditures for the West Whins project, it 
has also been subject to changes of staffing. However at the end of the December matters 
settled down with Marcus Lindner taking on the role of Finance Director, Stephen Couling 
doing the book-keeping and Fasil Bogale providing supervisory advice. All three comprise 
the Finance Committee. We are also grateful to Liz Egan who ran the books for the Trust 
for part of the year to the end of December. 
 
The Accounts presented to this year's Annual General Meeting have not been scrutinised by 
an Independent Examiner. This is due to the decision of the Board appoint a new firm of 
accountants (Gordon Scott of Scott Ltd) to provide an Independent Examination of the 
Accounts. It will take them some time to fully acquaint themselves with the accounts. 
 
Huge gratitude to community members for donating as part of their 2% house sales 
obligation to the community.  We are happy to confirm during the year we have received 
£10,340 from two house sales in the Park. 
  
At the end of the Financial Year the accounts of the Trust are healthy and all outstanding 
day to day running commitments have been paid for.  
 
The West Whins project was funded in four ways: 
1. A grant from the Scottish Government of £130,000 
2. A loan from Ekopia of £150,000 (£20k still outstanding due to the delay in finalising 

securities over the flats)  
3. Private Loans totalling £120,000 
4. The loan of the Community Care Fund totalling £31,559 
At the year-end we still have two payments due for the project, legal fees and the final 
instalment due to Green Leaf Design and Build Ltd.  
The Trust is most grateful to those involved for all their support and our thanks go to Alex 
Walker of Ekopia for his negotiations with the Scottish Government. 
 
The general operating costs of the Trust, which have been kept to the minimum, have been 
covered by rental income and some small donations, and also the payment of the 2% 
surcharge on the sale of properties within the Park. Repayment of loans is made from rental 
income which will rise considerably in the coming years. 
 
In short, the Trust has coped with a challenging year but is in sound shape for the future. 
Balance Sheet and Profit&Loss are appended separately. 
 
Marcus Lindner and Stephen Couling, 
Finance 
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