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The Findhorn Ecovillage, a pioneer in the sustainability arena since 
the 1980s, has been awarded a generous grant of £10,000 from the 
National Lottery. In the recent run-up to COP26 the ecovillage has 
considered the ambitious target of becoming carbon neutral by 
2030. The grant will be put towards the Park Ecovillage Trust’s (PET) 
Carbon Reductions Team to explore what is required for a village 
with residents and businesses, buildings, gardens and roads to 
achieve carbon neutrality. 

Over the past 59 years the community has developed its own wind park, biological waste water 
treatment plant, and pioneered eco building techniques.  It even includes its own wholefood 
and organic food store and café.  It has become an NGO associated with the United Nations 
Department of Public Information and is holder of a UN Habitat Best Practice award.  

The next step is to become less dependent upon fossil fuels. This will include measuring all 
emissions, even those from suppliers and visitors. The work will set annual goals for reducing 
the community's carbon footprint (7.1tCO2e/capita in 2019* 3.2tCO2e excl. guest travel), 
already lower than the UK average (12.7tCO2e/capita) but needing considerable further 
reductions to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030. Measures to achieve this can include 
increasing solar energy installations, replacing oil and gas heating with heat pumps, 
encouraging the use of electric vehicles by installing additional charge points, securing 
financing for necessary investments, and creating a support system for individuals to reassess 
their lifestyle so they consume fewer resources. 

The Findhorn Ecovillage attracts visitors from around the globe who want to learn how to 
establish an eco-village, including food production methods that regenerate the soil. However, 
this has accumulated a carbon footprint for international travel (2,122tCO2e in 2019) that is 
unsustainable. One challenge will be to disseminate our experience online so that participants 
can stay home while benefiting from leading-edge knowledge.  

On the road to net zero by 2030, a carbon offsetting service is offered by PET.  Guests and 
residents can balance emissions that they have not yet been able to reduce by investing in tree 
planting and forestry projects in developing countries where growing trees will draw down 
carbon dioxide and store it in the biomass.  https://parkecovillagetrust.co.uk/carbon-
offsetting/carbon-offset/ 

Contacts: Roger Doudna, chair@parkecovillagetrust.co.uk   Phone: 01309 690381 
Press: Amanda Haworth, amanda.haworth@parkecovillagetrust.co.uk  Phone: 07774407904 
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PET background information 

Created in 2009, Park Ecovillage Trust (PET) is part of the Ecovillage associated with the 
Findhorn Foundation and the New Findhorn Association.  
VISION: Findhorn Ecovillage Community is an exemplary, thriving, sustainable and caring 
WHOLE community.  

MISSION: To encourage social development and environmental protection and improvement, 
and wellbeing in the whole Findhorn Ecovillage Community. 

AIM: To make a real difference improving growing numbers of Community lives by 
1. assisting, funding and promoting further innovative educational, social and 

environmental projects 
2. delivering an effective, affordable Community housing program (currently managing 10 

units with another 8 under construction for completion in 2022) 
3. pursuing an impactful carbon strategy involving both direct and indirect emissions 

(https://parkecovillagetrust.co.uk/2020/05/carbon-footprint-assessment-2019/) The 
Carbon Offsetting service est.2019 is available for use by non-residents as well 

4. supporting care and wellbeing initiatives for the benefit of the whole community 
(https://parkecovillagetrust.co.uk/caring-community-circle/). 

Park Eco-village Trust is managed by volunteers, with operational&functional salaried work 
funded by donations and grants. Private&Corporate financial help for PETs work, and not just 
from within the community, is necessary and very welcome! 

*UK carbon equivalent footprint data fact-checked by Mike Berners-Lee’s Small World 
Consulting 

Park Ecovillage Trust is a Company Limited by Guarantee, registered in Scotland as Company 
No: SC354855 
Park Ecovillage Trust is a Charity registered in Scotland, No: SC041279 
Registered Office: 45 The Park, Findhorn, Forres IV36 3TZ. 

For more details please visit https://parkecovillagetrust.co.uk/ 
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